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Category:Living peopleHenry Fonda, America’s Most Beloved Actor, Dead at 94 Sixty-nine years after his screen debut, Henry
Fonda was found dead in his home on Sunday, according to Beverly Hills police. He was 94. Fonda’s best-known roles included

George Bailey in It’s a Wonderful Life, Montana (in which a sheepish Fonda played a tough guy named Montana), Crotchety
Elder Bedelia in The Odd Couple, and Tom Joad in John Ford’s The Grapes of Wrath. Among the roles he turned down while

filming The Grapes of Wrath in 1939 were the lead in To Have and Have Not and the lead in the more well-known classic,
Across the Pacific. “I was a working actor,” Fonda told the New York Times in 2014. “I liked my work.” Fonda earned an

Academy Award for Best Actor for his work in Cimino’s The Deer Hunter, which was nominated against Albert Finney for
Tom Jones. He said the Academy “does award movies that they feel are exemplary of that year, rather than the best movie of
the year, which is a trend that’s begun to be reversed.” In addition to The Grapes of Wrath, Fonda appeared in the Humphrey

Bogart movie Casablanca, also directed by Ford, and Cheyenne Autumn (1947), for which he won an Oscar for his supporting
role. He appeared in the final two The Odd Couple movies, Go for Broke and Apocalypse Now, both starring Jack Lemmon.
Fonda was born in San Francisco in 1917, the son of actors (not named Henry and Florence) who were both native to the city.
Fonda became a prolific character actor and appeared in more than 100 films, from Nashville Rebel in 1941 to The Day of the
Dolphin in 1989. His most lucrative films were The Man Who Shot Liberty Valence (1962) and Summer of ’42 (1971), and in

between, his role in 1964’s The Hustler—with Paul Newman—made him an all-timer.
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