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Old South Welsh Old South Welsh (OSW) is the name given to the
Welsh language that was spoken by the settlers that arrived in South

Wales in the fifth century. In Wales In the 11th and 12th centuries, the
language of Wales became increasingly influenced by English-derived
languages, including the Vikings and Norman French, and gradually
became a medium of the Welsh people. In Welsh literature, the term
"Old Welsh" is commonly used to differentiate the language of earlier
texts from the language of modern speech. Language families The old
South Welsh language group is based on a genealogical relationship

and a shared typological prototype from which it evolved, which is of a
close relationship to the South Welsh language. The last elements of

this language to be written are the Latin manuscripts produced in
Gellifaelfawr (see below), but it is thought that the language continued
to be used informally as late as the 15th century, and it is sometimes

referred to as the "mother tongue" of the Welsh. The Reformed
Medieval Welsh spoken by the early settlers in South Wales is believed

to have been mutually intelligible with the language of the earlier
Cymric language spoken by the people of the British Isles before the

Roman invasions in the 1st century. It is also believed that the
language of the Old South Welsh (OSW) spoken by the settlers in South

Wales was influenced by its Scandinavian predecessors and its
chronological proximity to the dates of the Viking invasions of England.
In Wales During the years 700 and the early 800s, the Old South Welsh

people were an early people of the British Isles. A number of Saxon-
derived languages including English had invaded the British Isles by
the 7th century, and the Old South Welsh language in the south and

east of Britain may have survived until the eleventh century.
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