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Oklahoma City's annual State of the City address and a critical juncture in the city's annual budgeting process. Mayor Mick Cornett (pictured above right) and other local
leaders will give the address Wednesday afternoon at the Scottish Rite Center at Farish and Nazor streets. "lt's an informal and unstructured interaction with constituents,
where they can have questions," said Patrick McAfee, Cornett's spokesman. It is also the last chance before the official budget and finance session when city councilors set
priorities for the coming year and begin discussion of the details of the budget. The final budget will be adopted in April. But given the city's fiscal mess, Councilor Keith
Wheeler, an assistant to the mayor, said the State of the City address could be critical to the budget conversation. "Whether it's a good time or bad time, | don't know, but
right now with our fiscal difficulties, it's really the last opportunity to reinforce the direction we've taken this year," he said. "It's not that we haven't been talking to the
community. But we're talking about getting all hands on deck." The city has a $17 million to $19 million budget deficit and next year's budget is estimated to be about $2
million to $4 million short. City leaders say the fiscal crisis stems from a property valuation that was too high and an expansion of the revenue base that did not cover the
outlay. Wheeler said councilors are trying to find ways to make new money, like enterprise zone money and from bonding programs, in order to close the budget deficit.
"Those dollars are not to be found at any other point," he said. "But we have to be prudent about it and make sure that all the dollars that come through are well spent.”
Councilor Vicki Tondre said the mayor "likes to get out and visit with folks" at the State of the City. "What we try to do is to make sure that we get to where we need to be as
a city," she said. "It's where he can communicate with people."MOBILE, Ala. — The arrest of a former Liberian peacekeeper has opened a deep rift among the remaining
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